
The beginning of any school year can be full

of promise and change, but for students at

Prince Avenue Christian School, this new

school year brings with it some of the biggest

changes the school has seen in its nearly three

decades.

The most notable change is that Prince Av-

enue Christian School will be opening in

Oconee County at its new location at Dickens’

Corner at the intersection of Ga. 78 and Ruth

Jackson Road. Linda Zeagler, director of pub-

lic relations for the school, said school offi-

cials can’t wait to get to the new campus.

Students, staff and parents started moving fur-

niture into the new school on July 25 for the

August 14 opening.

“We’re really excited about this move,” Zea-

gler said. “This is a tremendous opportunity to

expand our ministry, expand our educational

opportunities and reach out to Oconee, Barrow

n angel is performing mira-

cles at Faith Presbyterian

Church.

The Mars Hill Road church is

where Jennifer Abeles conducts

her classes. She has two children

attending her program. Abeles,

who is known to many as The

Autism Angel, possesses

abounding enthusiasm coupled

with the confidence of someone

who knows her business – help-

ing autistic children and their

families.

Abeles is the executive director

and founder of the Autism Angel

Center. The Center offers a vari-

ety of services – an early inter-

vention classroom, an inclusive

program that helps children with

autism socialize with typical

peers and training for parents and

professionals who work with

autistic children. Though her pro-

gram is not well known locally,

Abeles is known across the coun-

try for the success she has had in

helping children with autism.

The family of one of her two stu-

dents moved here from Virginia

to put their child in her class-

room.

As she talks about what she

does, the smile doesn’t leave her

face. The excitement she has for

the Autism Angel Center doesn’t

ebb. Abeles remains enthusiastic

even when she admits that she

can not yet afford to pay herself a

salary.

“Some days are tougher than

other days,” she said. “But it’s

gratifying work, not frustrating.

It’s tremendously rewarding and

humbling – it’s an honor to step

into a child’s life and help re-

move obstacles to their develop-

ment.

“Even on a difficult day, I al-

ways leave tremendously grati-

fied and feeling good about what

we did with the children that day.

Always. Teaching kids to be

happy, independent people puts a

smile on your face. One little boy

learned how to say ‘Hi’ and ‘I

love you’ this week. It’s huge.”
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‘Angel’ provides hope to

families coping with autism
BY ROB PEECHER

The Oconee Leader

Please see ‘Autism Angel’
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Oconee going back to school
Open house at

public schools

Friday, Aug. 4
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‘I’ll try’

ROB PEECHER/Oconee Leader

Garrett, one of two children attending Jennifer Abeles’ TAAP program,

enjoys swinging during his time on the playground. Alexandra Hol-

land, an early-intervention specialist on staff at the Angel Autism Cen-

ter, pushes Garrett. Garrett’s parents and Abeles generously allowed

a Leader reporter to spend the morning with them. Please see the

story page 10.

MMoovviinngg  iinn

ROB PEECHER/Oconee Leader

Students and teachers last week at Prince Avenue Christian School began mov-

ing furniture to the school’s new Oconee County location.

Prince Avenue moves to Oconee

A

BY ROB PEECHER
The Oconee Leader

Please see ‘PACS’
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BY ROB PEECHER
The Oconee Leader

Oconee County students returning to school next

week will be able to pick up their schedules and meet

their teachers tomorrow, Friday, Aug. 4.

The county schools are hosting a system-wide meet-

the-teachers and open house tomorrow and school is

scheduled to start Monday.

Dr. John Jackson, assistant su-

perintendent for the Oconee

County School system, said one

of the most notable differences

parents can expect this school

year will be the new start times.

“Last year we essentially had

almost the same start times,” Jackson said. “This year

we’ve added a little bit more time between the start

times of elementary and secondary schools so we could

run separate bus routes.”

Jackson said prior to this year elementary age stu-

dents rode the bus with middle and high school age stu-

dents.

“This year elementary schools will start at 7:45 a.m.

and secondary schools will start at 8:30 a.m. The pur-

pose of that was to put enough time between them so

we could make the bus routes completely separate so
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